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THE NAGAUND VILLAGE AND AREA 
COUNCILS ACT, 1978 

(HAGALANU ACT. NO. 1 OF 1W9) 

[Received flte asse~lt of the Governor on l o  Rh M m h ,  1979 M d  
yubljs/~ed i ~ r  tlte Nugaiur~d Gw#e m o r d h a r y  dded the 

13th March, 1979) 

Act. 

To consolidate aod amend thc law relating to wwtitution of 
Viliage and Arca Councils in NagaIand and fo regulate their 
duties and functions and f o ~  mattcrs wnnected thcrcwitb. 
It is hercby cnacted in tbe hventy-ninth y a r  of the Rcpublic of 
lndia as foliows : 

Short Title, extent and colnmencement 
1. (1) Thin Act may be c d e d  the Nagatnd Village and Area 

Councils Act, 1978. 

(2) It meads fa whole of Nagaland. 
(3) It  shall comc into force on such date as thc Slatc 

Gove,rnmcnt may by nu~ification in tbe Gazette, appoint, 
and diferent dates may ba appointed For different 
provisions of this Act. 

Llefioition 
2. (a) In this Act unlcss tbc wntext athewise r q u i r e s  "ap- 

prupriare authority" or "competent authority" means 
an authority having administrative jurisdiction with 
whatever designation called and notified by Government 
from time to rirnc. 

(b) "Assembly" means the Nagaland LRgislative Assembly, 
(c) "Gazette" or "the Gazette" means Nagaland Gazettc. 
(d) "prescribed" mcans prescribed by rules and made under 

this Act, 

(e) "State Gov~rnmen~"meanstheG~vc~nment of Nagdand. 



Chapter I 

VIttAGE COUNCIL 

3. Constitutions : Every recognised Village shaU have a Village 
Council. 

Explanaflon 
Vfflage mcans and includcs an area recognised as a Village as 
such by thc GaVcrment of Nagaland. An area in order to bc a 
Village under tbjs act shall fulf~d the following conditions namely : 

(a) Thc land in the area belong to the population of that 
area or given to &ern by tbs Government of Nagaland, 
if the land in question is a Government land or is land 
given to them by the lawful owner of the land; and 

(b) The Villagc is established according to !he usage and 
customary practice of the popularion of the area. 

4. A Village Council shall consist of members, chosen by villagers 
in accordance with the prevailing customary practices and 
usagcs, thc same being approved by thc State Government, 
provided that hereditary viIJage Chicfs GBs and Angs shall 
be cx- offrcio members of such Council and shall have voting 
right. 

Qualificstion for members 
5. A person shall not be qualified to be chosen as a mcmber 

of the Village Council unless he : - 
(a) is a citizen of India, and 
(b) has attained the age 25 years. 

6. (a) EveqVIUageColinci~unlessotherwisedissolvedbythe 
State Government, shall continue for livc years from the 
date of appointment, provided hat the said period may 
bc cxtcnded by thc State Government by a notification 
in the Gazette for a period not exmcdig one year at 
a time. 

(b) AU members sball hold oficc during Lhe life of the 
Village Council. 

Provided that a mcmber chosen to ill iin a Casual vacancy sball 
hold office for the remainder of the term of office of the member 
whom he replaced ; 



Provided further that ViUage institutions wliich werc traditionally 
established like the "Putu Mcndcn" in Ao Arca and recopkcd 
as YiUage Council sbdl conthuc to function as Village Couucil 
awarding to rcspcctive custom and usage. 

Chairman 
7. (1) The VilIage Counca will choose a member as Chairman 

of the  Council. 

(2) During the absence of the Chairman from any sitting 
of thevillage Council amcrnbcr of rhcCouncitaominated 
by the Chairman shall act as Chairman. 

Sefreiary 
8. The Village Council may select and appoint a Secretary who 

may or may not be a member uf the Council. If the Secretary 
is not a member of thc Council, be shall have no voting rights. 

P m r  to remove members 
9. (1)  The Statc Government may remove any member of a 

Village Council from his office : 
(a) Who is convicted of, any offence involving moral 

turpitude by a court of law, or 
(b) Who refuses to act, or become incapable of acting 

ur 

(c) Who is declared to bc insolvent, or 
(d) Who has been declared by noM~cation in tbe Gmtte 

to be disquaUcd for employment in the Public 
Senice, or 

(e) Who without an excuse or sufficient gound in the 
opinion of the State Government absents bimscll 
horn the majority of mecting in a year of Village 
Council, or 

(E) Wbo has been grulty of misconduct, in discharge of 
his duties or of any dhgaceful conduct, and two 
lbird of the total members of the Viiage Council 
at a meeting recommend his rerauval. 

(2) No person who bas becn removed from his office under 
ciausc (a) ar clause (d) or sub-scclion' (1) sbaU be 
eligible for re e1cctio.n exccpt with Lbe previous per- 
mission of thcState Government obtaincd by such pcrson 
in the prcscribcd manner. 



Conduct of Business 
10. Theprocedye for heconduct of businessin a Villagc Council 

shall be as may be regulated from time to time by thc Chairman 
therwf. The written record of the gist of its proceedings shall 
be maintained. 

11. The Village Council shall mect oncc in every 3 months, 
provided that the Chairman may summon the meeting of the 
C o n d  at any time if requisition is made by one-third of the 
members. ' 

Powers and Duties 
12. The Village Council shall have the following powers and 

duties : 

(1) to formulate Village Development Schemes, to supervise 
proper maintenance ofwatersupply, roads, forest, sanita- 
tion, education and other welfare activities : 

(2) to help various Govcrnrncnt agencics in carrying oul 
development works in the Village. 

(3) to take development works on its own iniriativc or on 
request by tbe Government. 

(4) to borrow money from tbc Government, Banks or finan- 
cial institutions for application in the devclopment and 
welfare work of the Village and to repay the same with 
or without interest as the case may be. 

(5) to apply for and receive grant-in-aid, donations, subsidies 
from the Governmcat or any agencics. 

(6) to provide security for due repayment of loan receivcd 
by any permancot rcsident of thc Villages from thc 
Government, Bank or financial institution. 

(7) to lend money from its funds to dcscrving pcrmancnt 
residents of tbc Village and to obtain repayment thereof 
with or without intcrcst, 

(8) to forfeit thc security of the individual borrower on his 
default in repayment of loan, advancer! to him or on his 
commission of a breach of any of the terms of loan 
agrcerncnt entered into by him with the Council and to 
dispose of such security by public auction or by private 
sale; 



(9) to enter into any loan agrcemcnt wiih the Government 
Bank and financial instilutions or a permanent resident 
of the VilIage. 

(10) to realise registration fces for each litigation within its 
jurisdiction. 

(11) to raise hnd for utility servicc within tlie Village Ily 
passing a resolution subjcct to the approval of 1h: State 
Government. 

Provided that all monetary transactions shall be conducted through 
a schedyled Bank or the Nagaland Slate Co-operative Bank, 

(12)' to constitute Village Developn~cnk Board; 

(13) power to do ccrtain acts i l l  Ihe event OF an epidemic. 

On the outbreak of an epidemic or infectjous disease Village 
Council shall initiate all preventive measures. 

Administration of Justice 
14. (1) Tbe Village Council constituted uuder ~ h c  law in force 

from time to time shall adnli~~isler justicc within ~ h r :  
Village limits in accordance with the customary law and 
usages as accepted by the canons of justice established 
in Nagaland and lhc law in this respccl as enforced 
from t h e  to time. 

(2) In case of disputes bc~wveen villages falling in different 
arcas or distric~s, two or more Village Councils may 
scttle a dispu~c in a joint session or refer it to llrc 
appropriate aulhority. 

Village Administration 

15. (1) The Village Council sl~all be auxiliary to the arlrninistra- 
tion and shall bavc fill1 powers lo deal wit11 internal 
administration of thc village. 

(a) maintenance of law and order. 

(b) in serious case offcoder may bc arrested but sucb 
person should hc handed ovcr lo the nearcst Ad- 
ministrative Officer or Police Statiun without unduc 
dclay; 

(c) to report to the ncarest Administrative Ofliccr oc- 
currance of any unnatural death nr serious accident; 



(d) IIJ infnrm tlle przsence or 5trangers, vagabonds or 
suspects to the nearest Administrarive Officer or 
Police Station; 

(2) tr) enforce ordcrs passed by thc competent authority 
on thc village as a wholc; 

(0 10 report outbreak of epidemics to the nearcsr 
Administrative Officer or MedicaI Ofticcr; 

(g) nrl transfer of imoiovable property shnIl bc: affe~ied 
without thc conscnt of the Village Council. Written 
record of [his shall he maintained by the Village 
Cnuncil. 

Disqunlificatiun 
16. A person shall be disqualified frrim being seIected as and 

for being a membcr of ViHagc Council :- 

] If  he is utisound mind and stands so declared by the 
competent court or such authority as may be recogniscd 
by the State Government ; or 

(2) IC he is not a cirizen of India or has voiuntarity acquired 
ci~izcnship of foreign nation or i s  under acknowl~dgcmenl 
or allepance to a foreign nation; or 

(3) if he has bcetl convicted by a court in Iltdia for an 
offence and sentenced to imprisonment far not less than 
two years unless a period of five ye+ or such less 
period as the Scale Government m q  allow in any par- 
ticu[ar case, has elapsed since his release; or 

(4) if having held an office under any Council he has been 
found guilty of corruption, disloyalty or breach of such 
CounciI laws, unless a period of live years or such less 
period as the State Government may determine in any 
particular cast has clapsed ~incc  his becoming so dis- 
qualified ; or 

( 5 )  iE he is an undischargcd insolvent; or 
(6) if he is a salaried Government servant or empIoyer, of 

an Area Council ; or 
(7) if he ahstains himself from the majority of thc niecting 

in a year and is unable to explain such absencc to the 
satisfaction of the Council; or 

(8) if hc is a member of any other VdIage Council; or 



(9) il he has been disrnisscd from thc scrvicc of the Govcrn- 
ment or any other local authority for misconduct, unlcss 
a pcriod of five ycars has elaspsccl rrom t l ~ c  date of 
dismissal. 

17. If any question arises as to whether a member of Villagc 
Council has been subject to disqualifica~ion, the qucstion 
shall be referred to the decision of the Statc Governrncnl 
whose decision thereon shall bc final. 

18. A seat shall become vacant (1) when a member dics; or (2) 
when a member resigns his seal in writing under his own 
hat$; or (3) when a member is removed by the State Govern- 
ment on becoming disqualified. 

Filling of Casual Vacancy 
19. When a seat becomes vacant, the Chairman shall call upon 

thc Villagc conccmed to choose a member. 
20. When a disputc arises as to the selection of any member of 

a Village Council thc mattcr shall be referred lo the State 
Government whose decision thereon shall be final. 

21. Every Village Council shall be a body, corporate by the name 
of the Village for which it is constituted and shall have 
perpetual succession and a common scal, and shall by the 
said name use and be used through its Chairman, with power 
to acquire hold and dispase of property, both movablc and 
immovable and to contract and do all other things necessary 
for the purposes or this Act. 

Control of Village Council 

22. Subject to the General superintendence of tllc State Govcrn- 
menuthe Deputy Commissionerltbe Additional Deputy Com- 
missioner or Sub-divisonaI Officer (Civil) in-charge of the 
Sub-Division, Extra Assistant Commissioner or Circle OFficer 
shall have control over all [he Villagc Cuuncils within his 
jurisdiction. 

Chapter I1 

AREA COUNCIL 

Constitution 
23. Thcre shall be an Area Council for each Area to.be notified 

by the Statc Govcrnment in the Gazettc. 



Composition 
24. (I) Thc Area Council shall consist of rnembersllcctcd by 

the Villagc Council in proportion of one member for 
population of 500 and part thereof not below 250 : 

Providcd that a recognised Village with population of lcss than 
503 hut having at least 250 shall be ceprcscntcd by one mcmbcr : 
Provided furtber that a group of contiguous small recogaised 
Villages may togethcr elect a member to the Arca Cuundl having 
the same territorial jurisdiction on thc basis of 250 population. 
In the event of an Area Coi~nciI mcmbcr to bc elccted by more 
than onc Villagc, thc members of the Village Councils shall be 
determined in proportion to thc population of such villages. 
(23 In the smaller Towns whcre there is no recognised Town 

Committees, an Area Council member can be elected in 
propurlion of one member for every 500 people and part 
thereof uot bclow 250. Thc ctcction shall bc cvtied out by 
an Ad-boc Comrnittcc of the towns people themselves to be 
constituted lor the purpose by the local Administrative Officer. 

(3) There shall also be two persons nomiualed by rhe State 
Government as members, one of whom shali Se a woman 
ordinarily resident uf thc Area. 

Qualification for membership 
25. A person shaU not he qualified to be electcd as a ~rlenlbcr 

of an Arca Council unlcss be : 

(1) is a citizen of India; 
(2) has attained the age of 25 years; and 
(3) is a memb~r  of a Village Council. 

Chairman 
2.6. (I) There shall be a Chajrman clectcd from among the 

members of thc Arca Council. 
(2) During the absence of the Chairman from ally silting 

of the Arca Council a mcmbcr of the Council nnmir~ated 
by the Chairman shdl act as Chairman. 

(3) Every Chairman shdl be Ex-officio member of the 
District Planning Board. 

Executive Ollicer and Secretary 
27. The Local Administtatbe Officer shall he the Ex-officio 

Executive Officer and Secretary to the Arca Couucif. 



Tennure of Member 
28. Every Area Council unless otherwise dissulved by the State 

Govarnnrenl shall continue for five ycars from thc dale of 
appointmcrlt. 

Providcd that tht: said period may be extended by the State 
Government by a notification in the Cia~clte for a pcrind not 
cxcceding one ycar at a time : 

Prohided further that a nrernbcr ekctcd Lo fill a c+nsual vacancy 
shall hold office for t h e  rcmaindcr (PI the t cr t~~  ul clffice t ~ f  ~ h c  
member whom hc replaced. 

Power t o  Remove Member 
29. (1) The State Government rnay remove any member of an 

Area Clouncil frarn hi5 afGce : 
(a) who is convicted af any offcncc involving moral 

turpitude by a court of law ; or 

(b) who refuses to act, or becomes incapable of acring; 
or 

(c) who is declared Ln be insolvent ; or 

(d) who has becn dcclarcd by notificatiuo in Gazette 
to be disqualified for employnier~t in the public 
scrvicc ; ur 

(e) who without an cxcuse surficient in the opinion of 
thc State Government, abscnts himself from the 
majority 01 meeting, in a year of the Area Council; 
or 

( f )  who has becn guihy of miscanduct in discharge of 
his duties or d any disgraceful conduct dr~d two 
third of thc total number of thc members of the 
Arca Council at a meeting rccommend his rcmoval. 

(2) No person who has bccn rcmovrd frc~rt; his afficc under 
clause (a) or clause ( d )  ofsub-scctinn (1) shall be eligible 
for m- clectiou exccpt with thc previous permission r ? i  

the Statc Governn~ed obtained by such person in rhc 
prescribed manner. 

Power to do C'ertrrb Aca in the Event or an Epidemic 
30. On rhe outbreak of an epidcmic or infectious discasc, thr; 

Area Council shaU initiate all prcvenlive measures within its 
jurisdiction. 



Session 

31. An Area Council shall meet at least %ice and not more than 
four timcs in a year. 

Cond~~ct  of Business 
32. The procedurt: for t11e conduct of business in an Arca Council 

shall be, ;IS may be regulated by rulcs made from time to 
Lime by thc Statc Government. 

Power and dulics 
33. (1) The Area Council shall exami~~c:  thc devclupmcnt scl~eme 

forniulatcd hy various Councils within its jurisdiction 
and after coordinating and consolida~inga1lsuchschernes 
into onc for the Arca submit i t  ro the appropriate 
authority with its rccomu~endation and priorities. 

(2) The Area Council shdl seltlc dispute : 
(a) iC it is vt>li~n~arily rcfcrred ro it by two ur murc 

contesting Village CnunciIs; or 
(b) if required io do ~u by the Deptlly Comniissioner; 

State Government; or 

(c) any other nlatrcr referrcd 10 it  by any other authoriiy 

34. (1) The funds of the Arca C:out~cil shall consist of grants 
or suhsidics. 

(2) The rcgular maintenance of accounls of the Area Council 
fund and its saic cllstndy shall be tbc duty of its Executive 
Officer. 

(3) The funds of Arca Council shall bl: rnaintaincd and 
trausactcd throug!~ a Scheduled bank or Nagaland State 
Ca-opcralive Bank only. 

Disqualification 
35. A person shall bc disqualified from being clected as and for 

being a member of an Area Council : 

(1) if hc is, of unsound mind and stands so dcclared by thl: 
cuolpetent court or such authr~rity as may be recogniscd 
by thc State Government, or 

(2) if be is not a citizen oiindia or has voluntarily acquired 
ciiizenship of forcign oation or is undcr acknawlcdgcment 
ur allegii~nuc tr.1 a loreign nation, or 



(3) if I I C  has been convictcd hy  a Cour~ in India fnr an 
oifcace and sentenced to irnlvisoamcr~l Eor not Icss than 
two years, unlcss a period of fivc ycars ur such Icss 
period as the Skate Ciovernmcnt may allow in any p;ir- 
licular case, has elapsed since Itis rclc;lsc; or 

(4) if having held an office under any Cuui~cil he ha5 bccn 
found guilty of corruption, disloyalty or brcach of such 
Council laws; unless a pcriod of five years or such lcss 
period as the State Governnleilt may dctcrrnine in any 
particular case has elapsed since his bccoming so dis- 
quaGficd: or 

( 5 )  if he is on undisctlarged insolvent; or 

(6) if hc is a salaricd Governmenr servant or emp1oyc.c of 
an Arca Council; or 

(7) if he abstains hilnself From the majority of the meeting 
in a year and is unable to explain such abscnce to the 
satisfaction of the Council ; or 

( 8 )  il hc is a member of any other Arca Council; or 

(9) i f  hc hasbeen dismissedfrom the scrvizenftheGovern- 
mcnt or any other local authority for misconduct; unless 
a period ol five years has elapscd frtlm the date nf 
dismissal. 

(10) if anbfor so long as, thcrc subsists a contract cnlcrcd 
into by him UI the course of his tradc or busioew with 
the State Government for the supply of goods, or Tor 
the execution of any work undertaken by the Government. 

Decision on Question of Disqualification of Men~ber 
36. If any question arises as to whe~hcr a me~nbcr of an Area 

Council has bccn subjcct to disqualification, the questiun 
shdl bc rcferred to the decision of tbe State Government 
whose decision thcreon shall be final. 

Vacation of Member's Seat 

37. A seat shall bccorne vacant : 

A1) Whcn a member dies, or 

(2) when a nicrnber rcsigns his scal in writing under his 
own hand; ur 

(3) when a member is removed by the Statt: Ciovernrnent 
on becoming disqualified. 



Vacation or Orrtce uf Chairmian 
38. A membcr holding thc afticc of the Chairman of an Area 

Cuupcil sbalt vacale his officc :- 

(1) on ceasing to be a member of thc said Council; or 

(2) when hc resigns his seat in wri i ig  under his own hand 
sddre~qcd to thc Secretary uf tile Area Council; or 

3 when a resolu~iun i s  passed by h e  Area Council prcsidcd 
over by thc: Executive Officer of thc Council removing 
him Crnm officc by a vote of two-thud of the total 
rnembersliip of t11c Council. 

Filling of Casual Vacancy 
39. When J seat bcounics vacanr, thc Chairman shall :- 

(I) ~loiify rllc vacancy in Gazette; add 
(2) call upon thc Village Council concerned to elect a new 

membcr. 

Election Dislrutes 
40. If a dispute clrizcs as to tbc election of any membcr of an 

Arca Council, L ~ I C  ~ilatter shall be referred to the  Statc 
Cicivcrnmcni whosc dccision thercon shall be hd. 

Incurporation 
41. Every Arca Council sfla11 be a body corporate by the name 

of ~ h c  Arcs fnr w1lich it is constituted and shall have perpetual 
successio~l and a conlnlon scal, and shall by thc said namc 
usc and be used through its Chairman with power to acquirc, 
hold and disposc of property both movable and imrn~vablc 
and 10 co~ltract and LO do all othcr things, necessary for thc 
purpose uf this Act. 

Conlrol uf Area Council 
42. Sut~jcct to the General s~p~rintendcnce and control, of the 

State Goverument, [he Dcputy Commissioner, the Additional 
Deputy Cnrnmissioner or he Sub-Divisional Officer (Civil) 
sllalI have contrcll ovcr aU the Area Councils within  heir 
jurisdic~ion. 



Chapter I l l  

MISCELLANEOUS 

Consfltutfan of State Level Advisory Board 
43. (a) (1) The State Government may constitute by notification 

in thr: official Gazette, a Board consisting of the 
following members, namely: - 

Chairmaa - Minis ter-in-c harge (Councils) 
Members - I, Agricultural Production Commissioner 

2. Secretary (Finance) 
3. Secretary (Hom~) - Member Secretary 
4. Threc Mtmbws nominated by the State 

Governmcnt (like member of Legislative Assemb- 
ly) 

(2) Four of the mcmbcrs attending any mecthg of thc 
board shalI form the quorum for [he purpose of 
tramacting the business uf that meeting of the bnard. 

(3) AU members of the Board including thc nominated 
members shall have one vote each and the Chairman 
shall bavc a casting vote in case of a tie. 

(4) In the absence of tbeCbairmao, the members present 
shall clect one among themselves tn preside over 
the meeting. 

44. Any non-official member may at any time resign his ofice 
and his resignation shall be cffedive immediately it is acccpted 
by the State Government. 

45. Tbc term of oEce of any non-official member shd be thrcc 
years : 

Provided that in case of members representing the Legislature 
or Local Authorities their terms of office'shall terminate as soon 
as thcy wast: to be members of such Legislature or Local Authority, 
as thc case may be. 
46. (1) The term of officc of non-financial members shall corn- 

mence on such date as may be notified in this behalf 
by the State Governmcnt. 

(2)  A person ceasing to be member by reason, of thc expirj 
of his term of o f k c  as described in section 45, s b d  be 
eIigibIe for re-nomination. 



47. The Statc Government may rcmove from ~ h c  Board any 
member who : 

(a) refus& to act, or becomes incapabIe of acting or absent 
h e l f  from thrcc consecutive meetings of the Board 
and is unable to explain such absence to thc satisfaction 
of the Board; or 

(b) has so flagrantly abused in any manner his position as 
a mcmber of thc board as to render his continuance 
dclrimental to  he public interest. 

Provided that when the State Government proposes to take action 
under tbc foregoing provisions of this section, an opportunity for 
explanation shall be given to the member coucerned and when 
such action is taken, the rcasom thereof shall be placcd on record. 
48. (1) Whcn the pIace of a membcr nominated by the Stare 

Government bccomes vacant by his resignation, rcrnoval 
or dcath the Statc Government shall appoint a pcrson 
to fill the vacancy. 

(2) The term of office of a rnembcr, norninatcd under 
sub-secrion (1) shall be ~e remainder of the term of 
office of the member in wbose place he has bcen 
nominated. 

Powers and duties of the State level  Advisory board 
49. The Statc Level Advisory board shall (i) rcview from time 

to timc working of various ViUagc and Area Councils, (ii) 
advise &e Government about allotment of funds to various 
Village Councils as grant-in-aid, (iii) perform such other 
duties as the Board may bc requircd by the Statr: Gavernrncnt. 

50. (1) Thc State Govcr~ment may by notification in the Gazelle 
makc rules consistent with this Act, to carry out the 
purposc of this act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
foregoing powers, such ru1e.s may provide for the fol- 
lowing namely : 

(a) for conduct of election to thc Area Councb ; 
(b) for deIimitation of coasli(uencics for eIection lo the 

Area Council ; 
(c) for pay and allowances of members and Chairman 

of the Area Councils ; 



(d) appointment of Officers and staff of the Arca Coun- 
cils and thcir condition of servicc ; 

(e)  custody and disposal of Area Council funds ; 
( f )  procedure for maintenance of accounts and audit ; 
(g) procedure for conduct OF business of Village and 

Area CauflciIs ; 
(h) any other connected matter in rcspcct of which it 

i s  necessary to make rdes for the constitutioa and 
proper functioning of the village and Arca Councils. 

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid, as soon 
as may be, Stcr it is madc beforc the Nagaland kgklativt: 
Assembly while it is in sessions for a total period of 
sewn days, which may be comprised in onc session or 
in two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry or 
the sfision in which it is so laid or the s-ion inlrncdiakly 
following, the Nagaland Legislative Assembly agrce in 
makiog any rnodifmtion b the rule shall thereafter have 
effcct only in such m o u e d  form or be of no eEcct as 
the case may he, so that any such modifiwti~n or 
annulment sball be witbout prejudice to the validity 
anything previously done under this rule. 

Repeal 
51. The Nagaland Village, Area and Regional Councils Act, 1970 

(The Nagaland Act ao 2 of 2971) shall staod repcaled ; 
Provided that such repeal shall not affect : 

(a) the previous operation of thc said A a  or anything duly 
done or suffered thereunder ; or 

(b) and right, privilege, obligation or Liability aquired; ac- 
crucd or incurred under the said Act ; or 

(c) any penalty forfeiture or punishment suffered in rcspcct 
of any offence committed against the said act ; or 
jd) any investigation, legal proceeding or remedy in 

respcct of any such right, privelcge, obligation, 
liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment as 
aforesaid ; 

Provided furtbcr that anything done or any action taken iacluding 
any appointment or delegation made, instruction or direction 
made, certificate or regktratioo grautcd u d e r  thc AU bereby 
rcpcaled shall bc deemcd to have been donc or takcn under tpo 



amponding  provision of this Act and shall continuc lo be in 
force accordingly unless and until superseded by anything clone 
or any action takcn under his act. 

Savings 

52. AU powers, rights and duties given by this act shall be in 
addition to and not in derrogaticn of any other powcrs, rights 
and duties conferred by any Act, law or custom and all such 
other powers, rights and duties may be cxcrcised md put in 
force in the same manner by the same authority as if this act 
has not becn passed. 

Power to Remove DiIlicultIes 
53. (1) If any difficulty or doubt arises in giving cffect to the 

provisions of h i s  Act, the State Governrncnt may, by 
order, published in Gazette, make such provisions, not 
inconsistent with the purpose of this Act as appears to 
it to be necessary or expedient lor the removal of ihc 
difficulty or doubt; andthe order of thestate Governmcnt 
in such cases shall be fmd. 
Every order made undcr this section shalI bc laid as 
soon as may be after it is made, bcfore the Assembly 
while it is in scssion For a total pcriod of scvcn days 
which may be comprised in one session or in two 
successive sessions and i£, bcfore the expiry of the session 
io which it is so laid or in the session h e d i a t e I y  
following, the Assembly agrcc in making any modification 
in thc ordcr sbd thereafter have cffect only in such 
modZed form or be of no cffect as the c a c  may be so 
however that any such modification or annulment sball 
be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done under Chiis ordcr. 

54. (I) If the State Government on reccipt of a report lram thc 
Deputy Commissioner of the District or otbcrwisc is 
satisfied that a situation bas arisen in wbich Villagc or 
Area Council cannot functim in accordance with tbc 
provisions of this Act, the State Government may, by 
order, published in thc Gazette, dircct that the Council 
shall be dissolved from such date and for such pcriod 
as may be specified in the n ~ ~ c a t i o n .  



(2) when rbe Yillagc or Area Couoal is dissolved under 
provisioni of sub-section (1) :- 
(a) a11 members notwithstanding thal heir tcrm of oficc 

has not cxpired, shall from the date af dissolution 
vacate their office as such members. 

(b) all powers and duties of the Village or Arca Council 
shall during the period of dissolution be exercised 
by such person or pcrsons as the State Governmcnt 
may appoint in this behalf. 

(c) all funds and other prnperty vcstcd in thc ViNagc 
or arca Council shalt during the period of dissolution 
vcst in the State Government; and 

(d). as soon as the period of dissolution cxpires, the 
Village or Area Council s h ~ I l  bc rcconstiturcd in 
accordance wilh the provisions of this -413. 

(3) Every order made under this scction shall be laid as 
soon as may bc aftw L is made, before the assembly 
whiIt it is in sc<sion for a told pcriod VT seven days 
which may be comprised in onc session or in two 
successive sessions and if before the cxpiry of theswim 
in which i t  is so laid or  he session immediately faflowkg 
the assernbIy agree in making any modifiwtion in t b ~  
order sllall thereafter have effect only ia such modiiied 
form or bc of no effect as !he case may be, without 
prejudice to the validity of a n y t h i  previously done 
under this otdcr. 



THE NAGALAND VILIAGE AND AREA 
COUNCI& (AMENDMENT) ACT 1985. 

WAGALAND ACT NO. 6 OF 1987) 

(Received (he asrettf of ille Gov~nror on 711t Aprr'4 1987) 

,lo m e n d  the Nagaland Village and Area Councils Act, 197X. 

It is hercby enacted by lhe Nagaland State Legislalure in the 
t k l y  sixth year of the Republic of India as'lollows :- 

I. Short title, extent and commencement. 
(1) This Act may be c d e d  rhe Nagaland Village and Area 

Councils (Amcndmen~)'Acl, 1985. 
(2) I r  cxtcnds lo whole of State of Nagaland. 
(3) I[ shall comein~oforct: unsuch date as rheState Ciovernment 

may be notification in the Official Gazelle appoint. 
2. Scction 14 01 the Nagaland Village and Area Councils Act, 
197H (Act No, 1 nf 1979) shall be dcleled. 



THE NAGALAND VILIAGE. AND AREA COUNCIL 
(SECOND AMENDMENT) ACT, 1990 

(THE NAGALAND ACT, NO. 7 OF 1990) 

(Received !Ire ussent 01 the Governor of NagaIand or1 247-90 arid 
pll biisltcd Cz rl~c NuguI~tr d Gazerre crfruordinury 

doted 9th March, 1992. 

Act ! 

Further to amend the Nagdand Village and Area Ccluncils Act, 
1378. - I 

It is hereby enacted by the Nagaland Legislative Apembly in the 
Forty First year of the RepubIic of India, as follows :- 

1. Short litlc and cummencemenL 
(1) This Act may be called the NagaIand Village and Arca 

Councils (Second Amendment) Act, 1990. 
(2) It exiends to the wbole of the State of Magalaad. 
(3) It shall come into force on such dates as the State Government 

may by notification in the Off~cial Gazette appoint. 

2. Amendment of the title or the Nagaland Village and Area Couhcils 
Act, 1W8. i 
The Nagaland Village and Area CouciIs Ac< 19711 hercinder 
d e d  as the Principal Act, shall henceforth be called thc Nagaland 
VNagc Council Acl, 1978. 

3. Abolition of Area Councils. 
(1) Section 23 10 Scction 42 of the Principal Act shall bc delered 

and ]he Area Councils be abolished. 
(2) Subsequent to rhe abolition of Area Council, all assets and 

liabilities of the Area Council shall be the assek and liabilities 
of thc State Covcrnrnent. 



THE NAGALAND VlLIAGE COUNCIL (THIRD 
AMENDMENT) ACT, 2002. 

(Act No. 7 of 2002) 

Rcceived the assent of the Governor on 01.10.2002 and published 
in the Nagaland Gazette extra-ordinary dated. 29.10.2002. 

Act 

to amend the Nagaland Village Council Act, 1978 (NagaIand Act 
No. 1 of 1979) 

Whereas it is considered expedient to provide for involvement 
of VilIage Councils in the Electricity Management System in the 
Villages; 

It is hereby enacted in the Fifty-third year of the Republic of 
India, as follows. 

1. Short Title and commencement : 

l(i) This act may be called the Nagaland Village Council (third 
Amendment) Act, 2002. 

(ii) It extends to the whole of Nagaland. 

(iii) It shall come into force with immediate effect. 

2. Amendment of Section 12 

In Clause (1) of Section 12 of the Principal Act, the word. 

'power' shall be inserted after the word 'roads' and before the 
word 'forest'. 


